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2008-2009 Christmas Bird Counts in Nebraska 
Thirteen Christmas Bird Counts were held in Nebraska in the 2008-09 season, one 
less than last year. (Beaver Valley was not run this year.) This year fewer 
participants (184, the fewest since 2000) found more individual birds than last year 
(146,635 vs 133,106) but fewer species (126, the fewest since 2000). 
Temperatures were about like last year, with an average high of 29° F. Most counts 
reported some snow cover, frozen still water and some open running water. On the 
day of the Branched Oak-Seward count, a balmy 51 • F was recorded in Lincoln 
shortly after midnight. By afternoon, the temperature had dropped to 5° and was 
accompanied by north winds gusting to 40 mph. 
Notable misses this year were all loon and grebe species. The last time we had a 
loon and grebe shutout was in 1990. We also missed Short-eared Owls this year and 
in 2006. No Brewer's Blackbirds were found: the last time they were absent was in 
1998. 
Notable finds included a Red-shouldered Hawk at Branched Oak-Seward during 
count week. This species is found sporadically on the Omaha count and has only 
once before been found on a count other than Omaha (DeSoto in 1988). A Peregrine 
Falcon was seen in the Lincoln count circle; one was last seen on a count in 2001. 
One Great Black-backed Gull was found at Lake McConaughy, only the third ever; 
all were from this decade and all were seen at Lake McConaughy. A first for the 
Lake McConaughy count was Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch. This species is unusual on 
CBCs and was last seen in 1989 in Scottsbluff. Prior to that, one was in Crawford 
in 1978. 
Among the high counts were 3 Pileated Woodpeckers at Omaha. Previous counts (all 
in the Omaha circle) have been I in 1999, 2 in 2005 and 1 in 2007. More Northern 
Flickers (622) were found this year than ever before (next highest count was 610 in 
1988.) We also reached a new high count for Eastern Bluebird (524); DeSoto alone 
recorded 176. Three Northern Mockingbirds were found this year (1 at DeSoto and 2 
at Lake McConaughy). This is the first year since 1965 that more than one has been 
found. This year's White-throated Sparrow count of 45 is the highest since 1989, 
when 49 were recorded. More White-crowned Sparrows (169) than ever before were 
counted this year, and 156 of those were at Scottsbluff. This year's Rusty Blackbird 
count of 102 is the highest since 127 in 1998. 
Remarkable low counts this year included Black-billed Magpie. Totals for this 
species on Nebraska CBCs continue to decline. This year's count of 38 is the lowest 
since 1967, when only 16 were found. Black-capped Chickadee numbers are low for 
the 6th consecutive year. The average per count this year is 72, only about half of 
what averages in the 1990s were. The 11 Golden-crowned Kinglets this year is 
lowest since 9 were counted in 1978. 
4 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 77 No. 1 
2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 
-e 
"' ~(I) 
en 
-"' 0. (;; 
"' 
::::> 
"O 0 0 ~ c: 
-' 
"' "O 
"' 
-e ~ :l!i c: (I) ::::> ..c: E j "O 0 U) g 0 U) (I) 
"' 
en c: .E E I!! (ij (I) I!! 
"' <( CD (.) (.) Cl C!) I 
Greater White-fronted Goose 
Snow Goose 28 2 
Ross's Goose 1 
Cackling Goose 56 1 3 
Canada Goose 461 694 1,300 64 5,043 
Trumpeter Swan 13 
Wood Duck 7 
Gadwall 10 1 
American Wigeon 3 30 4 
Mallard 650 2,825 6,916 3 152 1,095 2 
Blue-winged Teal 
Northern Shoveler 1 
Northern Pintail 8 14 
Green-winged Teal cw 
Casvasback 1 
Redhead 1 
Rina-necked Duck 
Greater Scaup 
Lesser Scaup 
Bufflehead 
Common Goldeneye 1 15 510 49 18 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 118 40 28 
Red-breasted Meruanser 
Ruddy Duck 1 
Ducksp. 7 
Rina-necked Pheasant 10 4 1 38 3 
Sharp-tailed Grouse cw 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 38 2 
Wild Turf<ey 1 31 56 204 275 29 
Vol. 77 No. 1 The Nebraska Bird Review 5 
2008-2009 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 
>-
.r:: g 
"' c: 0 ti= () 
"' 
0 
"' 
:J5:::;: c: 
-"' 
0 :g .r:: "' ~ Q) "' 0 19 -"' 0 E c: 
"' 
c: 0 0 0 {2 _, ::; z 0 Q_ Cf) 
Greater White-fronted Goose 3 1 1 5 
Snow Goose 2 1 1 34 
Ross's Goose 1 
Cacklinci Goose 592 4 1 28 685 
Canada Goose 8,333 5,903 325 1,875 19,877 43,875 
Trumpeter Swan 8 21 
Wood Duck 1 7 15 
Gadwall 20 2 33 
American Wi<ieon 2 43 82 
Mallard 1,656 836 220 220 1,465 16,040 
Blue-winged Teal cw 
Northern Shoveler 1 2 
Northern Pintail 3 1 8 34 
Green-winged Teal 26 2 12 40 
Casvasback 1 
Redhead 4 5 
Ring-necked Duck 1 40 41 
Greater Scauo 2 2 
Lesser Scaup 1 1 
Bufflehead 11 1 12 
Common Goldeneve 384 16 1 161 1,155 
Hooded Merganser 2 2 
Common Merganser 1,700 16 1,902 
Red-breasted Merganser 7 7 
Ruddy Duck 1 
Duck sp. 7 
Ring-necked Pheasant 7 27 103 4 40 9 246 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 6 6 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 26 66 
Wild Turkey 4 8 51 249 14 922 
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Northern Bobwhite 12 1 13 
American White Pelican 
Double-<:rested Cormorant 
Great Blue Heron 3 2 1 1 
Bald Eagle 15 4 27 2 38 7 1 
adult 7 1 4 
immature 8 1 3 1 
unsoecified aoe 4 27 38 
Northern Harrier 2 7 5 3 5 7 2 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 6 2 5 1 
Cooper's Hawk 1 1 2 
Accipiter sp. 2 
Red-shouldered Hawk ON 
Red-tailed Hawk 29 26 5 2 75 16 
Ferruginous Hawk 
Rouoh-leoaed Hawk 1 3 2 4 6 7 4 
Buteosp. 5 
Golden Eagle 5 1 
American Kestrel 9 4 3 3 9 3 
Merlin 2 2 ON 
Peroorine Falcon 
Prairie Fa Icon 1 1 1 1 
Hawk SP. 1 
Virginia Rail 
American Coot 14 
Killdeer 
Wilson's Snipe ON 2 
Ril"lQ-billed Gull 44 2 
California Gull 
Herrino Gull 2 
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Northern Bobwhite 24 7 cw 57 
American White Pelican 3 3 
Double-<:rested Cormorant 2 2 
Great Blue Heron 6 5 cw 18 
Bald Eagle 73 3 10 38 2 12 232 
adult 44 8 64 
immature 29 4 46 
unsoecified aoe 3 10 38 2 122 
Northern Harrier 11 5 1 5 1 13 67 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 4 7 1 5 4 1 37 
Coooers Hawk 5 6 1 2 1 cw 19 
Accipiter sp. 1 3 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 20 57 28 96 8 29 391 
Ferruginous Hawk 2 4 6 
Rouah-leaaed Hawk 5 2 2 4 4 5 49 
Buteosp. 2 2 9 
Golden Eagle 1 7 
American Kestrel 17 18 19 8 22 115 
Merlin 7 1 1 1 14 
Perearine Falcon 1 1 
Prairie Falcon 1 1 6 
Hawk so. 1 
Virginia Rail 1 1 
American Coot 1 1 13 29 
Killdeer 5 5 
Wilson's Snioe 4 6 
Rina-billed Gull 800 846 
California Gull 1 1 
Herrina Gull 430 432 
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Thayer's Gull 
Iceland Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Glaucous Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Rock PiQeon 174 40 20 145 354 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 20 5 84 2 64 17 
Moumina Dove 2 1 3 10 7 
Eastern Screech-Owl 1 1 3 
Great Homed Owl 6 1 5 1 2 
Barred Owl 1 3 
Long~ared Owl 3 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 
Owl sp. 2 
Belted Kinafisher 1 3 ON 
Red-headed Woodoecker 1 1 8 
Red-bellied Woodoecker 6 32 3 86 1 
Yellow-bellied SaPSucker 1 1 
Downy Woodoecker 12 42 6 3 73 10 2 
Hairv Woodoecker 3 6 2 1 7 1 1 
Northern Flicker 30 66 14 2 117 20 
Pileated Woodoecker 
Northern Shrike 1 8 ON 1 2 2 
Shrike sp. 1 
Blue Jay 19 77 3 10 166 4 1 
Black-billed Maaoie 2 
American Crow 11 520 4,093 33 127 36 5 
Homed Lark 114 80 4 66 66 1,051 198 
Black-cannP.d Chickadee 52 31 3 40 208 4 8 
Tufted Tt!mouse 17 
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Thayer's Gull 6 6 
Iceland Gull 1 1 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 3 3 
Glaucous Gull 8 8 
Great Black-backed Gull 1 1 
Rock Pigeon 20 965 232 178 10 525 2,663 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 112 11 207 522 
Mourning Dove 1 153 24 4 205 
Eastern Screech-Owl 3 2 3 2 3 18 
Great Homed Owl 3 6 7 1 1 3 36 
Barred Owl 1 4 2 11 
Long-eared Owl 2 5 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 1 
Owl SP. 2 
Belted Kingfisher 4 4 2 1 6 21 
Red-headed Woodnecker 15 5 30 
Red-bellied Woodoecker 8 65 15 157 17 390 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 cw 3 
Downy Woodoecker 37 96 19 164 24 14 502 
Hairy Woodoecker 8 16 4 27 7 cw 83 
Northern Flicker 52 66 12 169 32 42 622 
Pileated Woodoecker 3 3 
Northern Shrike 5 2 7 2 3 33 
Shrike sp. 1 2 
Blue Jay 3 131 31 152 99 69 765 
Black-billed Maaoie 12 5 19 38 
American Crow 6 141 17 60 111 24 5,184 
Homed Lark 219 53 113 6 72 703 2,745 
Black-caooed Chickadee 26 93 22 354 76 25 942 
Tufted Tl!mouse 34 51 
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Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 1 1 
White-breasted Nuthatch 12 49 5 1 98 7 2 
I PyQmv Nuthatch 5 17 
Brown Creeoer ON 5 8 2 
Carolina Wren 1 1 1 
Winter Wren ON 2 
Marsh Wren 
Golden-<:rowned KinQlet 1 1 
Eastern Bluebird 27 53 6 176 3 
Mountain Bluebird 
Townsend's Solitaire 7 1 
Hermit Thrush 1 2 
American Robin 365 342 39 63 4,018 125 5 
Northern Mockinabird 1 
Brown Thrasher 
Eurooean Star1ina 1,190 805 372 310 3,807 245 80 
Cedar WaxwinQ 206 150 8 301 95 5 
Yellow-rumnP.d Warbler 2 3 
Sootted Towhee 1 
Eastern Towhee 4 2 
American Tree Soarrow 72 373 51 36 626 562 
Field Sparrow 1 
Fox Soarrow ON 2 
Sona Sparrow 3 4 24 
Lincoln's Soarrow 
Swamp Sparrow ON 
White-throated Soarrow 3 22 1 
Harris's Soarrow 2 24 23 1 17 65 
White-<:rowned Sparrow 1 3 
Soarrowsp. 2 
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Red-breasted Nuthatch 13 1 3 20 
White-breasted Nuthatch 20 60 26 342 26 2 650 
Pygmy Nuthatch r:N 22 
Brown Creeoer 2 26 2 20 65 
Carolina Wren 4 16 1 24 
Winter Wren 1 2 5 
Marsh Wren 4 4 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 1 6 2 11 
Eastern Bluebird 32 64 130 33 524 
Mountain Bluebird 1 1 
Townsend's Solitaire 37 7 52 
Hermit Thrush 3 
American Robin 1,681 156 40 696 5,987 243 13,760 
Northern Mockingbird 2 3 
Brown Thrasher 1 1 
European Star1ina 1,661 7,602 6,111 1,364 700 2,021 26,268 
Cedar Waxwing 106 83 2 272 291 1,519 
Yellow-rumoed Warbler 1 7 13 
Sootted Towhee 3 2 6 
Eastern Towhee 1 7 
American Tree Sparrow 61 391 89 231 520 113 3,125 
Field Sparrow 1 
Fox Sparrow 2 
Sona Sparrow 8 5 21 16 81 
Lincoln's Scarrow 1 1 
Swamo Scarrow 1 1 
White-throated Sparrow 7 12 45 
Harris's Scarrow 1 64 3 11 15 226 
White-crowned Sparrow 1 3 4 1 156 169 
Soarrow so. 2 
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Dark-eved Junco 135 544 65 36 1,031 468 51 
Slate-colored 135 285 7 1,028 
OrP.!lon 9 2 1 
White-winaed 2 
Pink-sided 1 
unspecified subspecies 259 65 20 468 48 
Lapland Lonaspur 174 3 4 234 
Snow Buntina 
Northern Cardinal 27 115 8 83 40 
Red-winaed Blackbird 10 22 805 714 
Western Meadowlark 1 1 54 
Meadowlark sp. 17 18 39 
Rustv Blackbird 10 cw 92 
Common Grackle 1 
Great-tailed Grackle 50 
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 
Purple Finch 2 2 2 32 
House Finch 108 58 25 31 68 2 
Common Redooll 1 cw 
Red Crossbill 
Pine Siskin 1 37 14 25 4 3 22 
American Goldfinch 16 548 91 113 256 84 64 
House Sparrow 191 259 93 112 243 189 63 
TOTAL SPECIES 44 76 47 36 62 57 25 
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 4,081 8,313 13,909 1,087 13,435 11,106 585 
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Dark-eved Junco 354 1,092 485 785 310 336 5,692 
Slate-colored 175 283 85 1,998 
Oren on 39 30 1 124 206 
White-wirnied 1 3 
Pink-sided 17 19 37 
unsoecified subsoecies 122 779 485 785 309 108 3,448 
Lapland Lornispur 10 425 
Snow Buntirni 2 2 
Northern Cardinal 36 202 39 194 28 2 774 
Red-winaed Blackbird 603 73 11 20 7 198 2,463 
Western Meadowlark 2 6 1 65 
Meadowlark so. 22 25 121 
Rustv Blackbird 102 
Common Grackle 2 5 1 2 11 
Great-tailed Grackle 50 
Brown-headed Cowbird 3 2 6 
GraV-<:rowned Rosv-Finch 1 1 
Purple Finch 1 3 16 9 1 68 
House Finch 278 191 23 126 30 195 1,135 
Common Redooll 1 1 3 
Red Crossbill 4 4 
Pine Siskin 62 53 11 54 29 245 560 
American Goldfinch 217 366 40 360 43 225 2,423 
House Scarrow 241 694 579 461 84 414 3,623 
TOTAL SPECIES 97 63 46 60 44 55 126 
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 20,193 19,889 8,726 9,079 8,645 27,587 146,635 
...... 
~ 
2008-09 CBC Site Data 
Date Species Individuals Observers Low Temp High Temp Sky Precipitation 
(' F) (' F) ...., i:l"' 
Ames 30Dec 44 4,081 7 27 42 pt cloudy 
('!) 
none z 
Branched Oak/Seward 14 Dec 76 8,313 18 5 18 pt cloudy lt snow am ('!) cr' 
pt cloudy 
'"1 
Calamus-Loup 30Dec 47 13,909 6 15 32 none p.:i en 
Crawford 27 Dec 36 1,087 5 10 29 clear none ~ 
DeSoto-Boyer 27 Dec 62 13,435 18 30 38 cloudy none to 
-· 
Grand Island 20 Dec 57 11, 106 14 2 13 cloudy none a ~ 
Harrison 28 Dec 25 585 2 30 36 clear none ('!) 
< 
Lake Mcconaughy 3 Jan 97 20,193 24 14 36 pt cloudy -· none ('!) ~ Lincoln 27 Dec 63 19,889 36 23 29 pt cloudy none 
Norfolk 20 Dec 46 8,726 5 7 29 pt cloudy none 
Omaha 28 Dec 60 9,079 23 17 38 clear none 
Ponca S.P. 3 Jan 44 8,645 13 10 23 cloudy rain 
Scottsbluff 20Dec 55 27,587 13 l 18 pt cloudy none I< 
0 
-
Total 126 146,635 184 15 29 1:-J 
z 
0 
...... 
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Ames Larry Einemann, Clem Klaphake, Steve Lamphere, Elizabeth Mulliken, Jerry 
Mulliken, Don Paseka (compiler), Janis Paseka (7) 
Branched Oak-Seward Elaine Bache!, Kevin DeGarmo, Barbara DiBemard, Rick Eades, 
Larry Einemann, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Joel Jorgensen, Thomas Labedz, Don Paseka, 
Janis Paseka, Kathy Putensen, John Quinn, Sarah Rehme, Mary Steinbeck, Moni Usasz, 
Bill Wells, Gertrude Wood, Heather York (18) 
Calamus-Loup Bob Gerten, Kathi Gerten, Robin Harding, David Heidt (compiler), Lanny 
Randolph, Duane Wolff (6) 
Crawford Phil Dobesh, John Flavin, Ruben Siegfried, Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna 
Walgren (5) 
DeSoto Elliott Bedows, Fred Davis, Janet Greer, Nora Greer, Jonas Grundman, Mace Hack, 
Clem Klaphake, Steve Lamphere, Sue Mattix, Jim Meyer, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Sandy 
Reinken, Justin Rink, Brian Specht, Joyce Specht, Jerry Toll, Steve Van Riper (18) 
Grand Island Gordon Backer, Tom Blanchard, Anton Curtis, Karine Gil, Michele Kock, 
Ron Kruse, Ann Kruse, Connie McCartney (compiler), Mary McCartney, Jim Meyer, Steve 
Morris, Patricia Smith, Vern Throop, Enrique Weir (14) 
Harrison Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren (2) 
Lake McConaughy Elliott Bedows, Mary Bomberger Brown, Mary Cay Burger, Stephen 
Dinsmore (compiler), Paul Dunbar, Joey Hajda, Tim Hajda, Luke Hamilton, Robin 
Harding, Alice Heckman, Bill Huntley, Joel Jorgensen, Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, 
Rodger Knaggs, John Murphy, Kay Niyo, Lanny Randolph, Al Reyer, Justin Rink, Ross 
Silcock, Kent Skaggs, Randy Skaggs, Mark Urwiller (24) 
Lincoln George Alexander, Irene Alexander, Colleen Babcock, Elaine Bache!, Linda R 
Brown (compiler), Mary B. Brown, Scott Bulfinch, Jackie Canterbury, Lynn Darling, 
Barbara J. DiBemard, Rick Eades, Charles Eckerson, Larry Einemann, Billie Erxleben, Sue 
Guild, Ashton Ivanov, Lynette Ivanov, Paul Johnsgard, Michelle Johnson, Joel 
Jorgensen, Thomas E. Labedz, Jeanine Lackey, Daniel Leger, Linda Maslowski, Pete 
Maslowski, Bruce Mellberg, John Miller, Kevin Poague, Ken Reitan, Terry Sims, Terry 
Stentz, April Stevenson, Ned Stringham, Jake Walker, Don Williams, Gertrude Wood (36) 
Norfolk Anne Brogie, Ben Brogie, Mark Brogie, David Heidt, Duane Wolff (compiler) (5) 
Omaha Elliott Bedows, Ruth Bentzinger, Bob Fuchs, Betty Grenon (compiler), Daniel 
Kim, Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Steve Lamphere, 
Sue Mattix, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Dick Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, Al Reyer, Kathleen 
Rose, Rick Schmid, Steve Schmitt, Steven Specht, Eric Stoiber, Greg Stoiber, Jerry Toll 
(23) 
Ponca Roger Dietrich, Warren Dunkel, Pat Dunn, Jeff Fields, Bill Huser (compiler), Jan 
Johnson, Richard Johnson, Tucker Lutter, Deb Palmer, Pam Palmer, Jerry Probst, Jennifer 
Wolff, Bruce Wylie (13) 
Scottsbluff Bob DeLara, Kathy DeLara, Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, 
Charlotte Herrell, Michelle Hoff, Helen Hughson, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Brad 
McKinney, Connie McKinney, Andrew Pierson, Bonnie Schoen (13) 
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Ruddy Turnstone, Hultine WPA, Clay Co., 
19 May 2008. Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Audubon Spring 
Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co., 3 June 2009. 
Photo by Gordon Warrick. 
Least Tern chick, Lower Platte 
River, Sarpy Co., 19 July 2008. 
Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 
Sedge Wren, Harland Warrick Farm 
near Blair, Washington Co., 27 May 
2007. Photo by Gordon Warrick. 
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Baltimore Orioles, near Auburn, Nemaha Co., 
3 May 2006. Photo by Kenneth Carnes. 
Le Conte's Sparrow, 
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy 
Co., 16 Oct 2008. 
Photo by Phil Swanson. 
Sprague 's Pipit, Audubon 
Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster 
Co., 20 Oct 2007. Photo by 
Phil Swanson. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
2 miles south of Nickerson, 
Dodge Co., 10 May 2008. 
Photo by Jerry Mulliken. 
